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August 1: - FSA County Committee Nominations Due  

The nomination period for the FSA county committees across Colorado began June 15. 
Nomination forms must be postmarked or received in FSA Offices by close of business on 
Aug. 1. 

County Committees are unique to FSA and allow producers to have a voice on federal 
farm program implementation at the local level.  

To be eligible to serve on the FSA county committee, a person must participate or 
cooperate in an agency administered program, be eligible to vote in a county committee 
election, reside in the county and have an agricultural operation in the local administrative 
area (LAA) in which the person is a candidate.  All producers, including women, minority 
and beginning farmers and ranchers are encouraged to participate in the nomination and 
election process. 

Producers may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Organizations representing 
minority and women farmers and ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a 
nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and more information 
about county committee elections is available online at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are responsible for 
making decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity and price support programs, 
as well as other important federal farm program issues. County committees consist of 
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Offices 

Reasonable 
Accommodations: People 
with disabilities who require 
accommodations to 
participate in FSA 
programs should contact 
the County Executive 
Director in the FSA Office 
in your area or Federal 
Relay Service at 1-800-
877-8339. Alternatively, 
you may also contact 
Colorado FSA Civil Rights 
Coordinator Patti Finke at 
(720) 544-2889 or 
patti.finke@co.usda.gov 

three to 11 members. 

FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7. Ballots are due back in the 
County Office by mail or in person no later than Dec. 5, 2016. All newly elected county 
committee members and alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2017.   

For more information about county committees, please contact your local FSA office and 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/elections and www.fsa.usda.gov/co. 

 

 

August 1: Deadline for Colorado Producers to Enroll in 2016 ARC-PLC USDA 
Safety Net Program 

Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to 
sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.  

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, producers must still enroll 
their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage. 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a farm is not enrolled 
during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC 
programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the 
program. 

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a 
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and 
small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and 
wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Marketing Assistance Available for 2016 Wheat, Other Crops  

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments 
(LDPs).  

In Colorado, wheat prices are nearing a range where LDPs may be applicable, so producers should become familiar with the 
process to access this assistance. 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, as well as other commodities such as feed grains, 
soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing 
after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at 
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harvest-time lows.  

A producer who is eligible to obtain an MAL, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available.  

To be eligible for an MAL or an LDP, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commodity, in addition to other 
requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the commodity is maintained. For an LDP, 
the producer must retain beneficial interest in the commodity from the time of planting through the date the producer filed 
Form CCC-633EZ (page 1) in the FSA County Office. For more information, producers should contact their local FSA county 
office or view the LDP Fact Sheet. 

 

Fire Management on CRP Acres 

Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are responsible for fire management on their CRP 
acreage. Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in the Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).  

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting Season. In Colorado, the 
Primary Nesting Season is March 15th through July for all activities. The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the event 
of a wildfire while still promoting the diversity of the conservation cover.  

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. Fire management includes installing 
firebreaks, which should be included in the contract support document and installed according to NRCS firebreak 
standards.   

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation corridors, rural communities, and adjacent 
farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that there will not be an erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion 
becomes a problem, remedial action will be taken. 

 

USDA Creates More Bird Habitat Opportunities on Irrigated Farmland 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces more bird habitats to be established in irrigated farmland regions through 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

Declines in upland bird populations, such as the northern bobwhite, pheasant, and prairie chicken, led to the creation of new 
Conservation Reserve Program features to help restore habitats for these species in these agricultural areas. Since the 
program’s creation in 2004, more than 240,000 acres of marginal cropland has been converted to native grasslands, 
spurring an increase in upland bird populations.  

In recent years, however, applications for this type of habitat creation have slowed. To encourage more participation, 
USDA’s new policy focuses on farmland with center-pivot irrigation systems where there are circular areas of cropland with 
patches of land beyond the reach of irrigation. Until now, these patches – known as pivot corners – were only eligible for 
habitat creation when connected by a linear strip of grassland also enrolled in the program. The new policy allows producers 
interested in habitat creation to use disconnected pivot corners to help increase the population of upland birds. 

Other species that can benefit from today’s change include the mourning dove, wild turkey, several sparrows, meadowlark 
and bobolinks. 

The Conservation Reserve Program is a voluntary program. FSA contracts with agricultural landowners so that 
environmentally sensitive land is not farmed but instead used for conservation. Participants establish long-term plant species 
that control soil erosion, sequester carbon, improve water quality, and strengthen declining wildlife populations. In return, 
participants receive annual rental payments between 10 and 15 years.  

Interested landowners can enroll pivot corners in the Conservation Reserve Program at any time. Participants and land must 
meet certain eligibility requirements. Other restrictions may apply. For additional details, contact your local Farm Service 
Agency office at offices.usda.gov or visit the website at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 
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Filing a Notice of Loss 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on 
crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the 
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar days 
after the normal harvest date.                     

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office within 72 
hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax 
or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting 
date for the crop.   

 

Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a borrower who is unable to 
make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn about the options available to you. 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are 
available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for members of 
targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender 
prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed 
credit elsewhere. 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing Acres Locator 
Tool 

FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural producers to list information 
concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay and grazing acres.  

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support livestock, please use Hay 
Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available 
for livestock producers should post a Hay Net advertisement as well. 

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website: 

 There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post an ad online.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet


 Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  

 Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.  

 Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove ads you no longer 
need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements on this site. 

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to provide a site for the 
exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make representations of any kind regarding any 
user of this site and FSA is not responsible for defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.  

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your local FSA office.  For local 
FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.  

 

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to provide farmers and 
ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now 
view, print or export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county office. 

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA data, such as base and 
yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and 
Wetland Conservation status information, field boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and 
membership interest and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and allow 
operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can electronically share their data 
with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer. 

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This level of security ensures 
that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, 
completing the required information and then visiting your local FSA office to finalize access. 

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. To find your local FSA 
county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Dairy Producers Can Enroll to Protect Milk Production Margins 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Colorado announced that dairy producers can enroll for 2017 coverage in the Margin 
Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy) starting July 1. The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
provides financial assistance to participating dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and 
feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the producer.  

The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage levels best suited for 
their operation. Enrollment began July 1 and ends on Sept. 30, 2016, for coverage in calendar year 2017. Participating 
farmers will remain in the program through 2018 and pay a minimum $100 administrative fee each year. Producers have the 
option of selecting a different coverage level during open enrollment each year.     

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of coverage under the Margin Protection Program that will 
provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online resource, available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and easily combine unique operation data and other key 
variables to calculate their coverage needs based on price projections. Producers can also review historical data or estimate 
future coverage needs, based on data projections. The secure site can be accessed via computer, Smartphone or tablet 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.  

To complete enrollment, producers must make coverage elections during the enrollment period and pay the annual $100 
administrative fee that provides basic catastrophic protection that covers 90 percent of milk production at a $4 margin 
coverage level. For additional premiums, operations can protect 25 to 90 percent of production history with margin coverage 
levels from $4.50 to $8, in 50 cent increments. Once enrolled, dairy operations are required to participate through 2018 by 
making coverage elections each year. Producers can mail the appropriate form to the producer’s administrative county FSA 
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office, along with applicable fees without necessitating a trip to the local FSA office. If electing higher coverage for 2017, 
dairy producers can either pay the premium in full at the time of enrollment or pay 100 percent of the premium by Sept. 1, 
2017. Premium fees may be paid directly to FSA or producers can work with their milk handlers to remit premiums on their 
behalf. 

Also beginning July 1, 2016, FSA will begin accepting applications for intergenerational transfers, allowing program 
participants who added an adult child, grandchild or spouse to the operation during calendar year 2014 or 2015, or between 
Jan. 1 and June 30, 2016, to increase production history by the new cows bought into the operation by the new family 
members. For intergenerational transfers occurring on or after July 1, 2016, notification to FSA must be made within 60 days 
of purchasing the additional cows. 

Dairy operations enrolling in the new program must meet conservation compliance provisions and cannot participate in the 
Livestock Gross Margin Dairy Insurance Program. 

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by a local FSA office to learn more about the 
Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Agriculture Secretary Vilsack Proclaims August 7-13 "National Farmers 
Market Week"  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack signed a proclamation declaring Aug. 7-13, 2016, as "National Farmers Market Week." 
This year marks the 17th annual National Farmers Market Week to honor and celebrate the important role that farmers 
markets play in local economies.  

Throughout the week, USDA officials will celebrate at farmers market locations across the country. On Saturday, Aug. 6, 
Elanor Starmer, the Administrator of USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) – which conducts research, provides 
technical assistance, and awards grants to support local and regional food systems – will kick off the week visiting a farmers 
market and wrap up the week at USDA's own farmers market in Washington, D.C., on Friday, Aug. 12.  

To help farmers market managers across the country promote and celebrate National Farmers Market Week, USDA is 
sharing online free farmers market related graphics that market managers and others can use to customize posters, emails, 
websites and other promotional materials. The graphics, along with a short demonstration video, can be found at: 
www.ams.usda.gov/resources/NFMW  

Over the course of the Obama Administration, USDA has invested close to $1 billion in 40,000 local food businesses and 
infrastructure projects. Farmers markets provide consumers with fresh, affordable, convenient, and healthy products from 
local producers. With support from USDA, more farmers markets offer customers the opportunity to make purchases with 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; the Women, Infants, and Children Nutrition Program; and the Senior 
Farmers' Market Nutrition Programs.  

Supporting farmers markets is a part of the USDA's Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food (KYF2) Initiative, which 
coordinates the Department's work to develop strong local and regional food systems. USDA is committed to helping 
farmers, ranchers, and businesses access the growing market for local and regional foods, which was valued at $12 billion 
in 2014 according to industry estimates. You can also find local and regional supply chain resources on the newly-revamped 
KYF2 website and use the KYF2 Compass to locate USDA investments in your community.  

More information on how USDA investments are connecting producers with consumers and expanding rural economic 
opportunities is available in Chapter IV of USDA Results on Medium. 
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Important Dates to Remember and Interest Rate for July 

Important FSA Dates to Remember: 

 Aug. 1: Deadline for 2016 ARC and PLC Enrollment  

 Aug. 1: Deadline to request farm transfers for FY’ 2016  

 Aug. 1: Last day to file nomination forms at the local USDA Service Center  

 Aug.1: Reconstitution Request Deadline for farms with 2016 ARCPLC base acres  

 Aug 4: FY' 2016 BCAP Deadline for eligible material owners  

 Sept. 1: 2017 NAP Application Closing Date for; Aquaculture, Asparagus, Caneberries, Canola, Flowers, Garlic, 
Rye, Speltz, Christmas Trees, Turf Grass and Value Loss  

 Sept 14: Last Day for CRP Routine Grazing 

 Sept 30: Last Day for CRP Routine Haying 

 Sept. 30: 2017 NAP Application Closing Date for Barley and Wheat  

 Sept. 30: Final date for some CRP producers to complete mid-contract management activity on CRP acreage for FY 
16  

 Sept.30: Final date to enroll in the 2017 Margin Protection Program-Dairy (MPP-Dairy)  

For more information about FSA programs, contact your local FSA office.  

Ongoing Notice of Loss Requirements:  

 NAP: Submit Notice of Loss within 15 calendar days of the earlier of a natural disaster occurrence, the final planting 
date if planting is prevented by a natural disaster, the date that damage to the crop or loss of production becomes 
apparent; the normal harvest date.  

 ELAP: Submit Notice of Loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or Nov. 1st after the end 
of the program year in which the loss occurred.  

 Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): Submit Notice of Loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent  

July FSA Interest Rate: 

 Farm Operating: 2.25% 

 Microloan Operating: 2.375% 

 Farm Ownership: 3.5% 

 Farm Ownership - Joint Financing: 2.50% 

 Farm Ownership - Down Payment: 1.50% 

 Emergency - Actual Loss: 3.25% 

 Farm Storage Facility Loan 7 year term: 1.625% 

 Farm Storage Facility Loan 10 year term: 1.75% 

 Farm Storage Facility Loan 12 year term: 1.875% 

 Commodity Loan: 1.625% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
users). 

 


